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Dear Scientist: 
 
Our company, ACB Incorporated, has bought a large number of tobacco 
stocks.  As a result, our company will make money if tobacco companies do 
well.  However, if tobacco companies fail to make profits, we will lose out as 
well. 
 
Recently, it has come to our attention that nicotine is entering a river near 
one of the cigarette manufacturing plants.  If the nicotine is dangerous to 
plant and/or animal life in or near the river, the tobacco company might be 
sued.  A lawsuit would be very expensive and could cause the profits of the 
tobacco company to drop. 
 
We need to know if nicotine is dangerous to plant or animal life.   
 
We would like to hire you to conduct an experiment to discover whether 
nicotine is dangerous.  We need the results of your experiment as soon as 
possible. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe Dawson, 
Executive Director 
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