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If you walk the halls at Fox Middle School
you may notice the posters hanging
throughout the hall warning students and
others about the dangers of smoking? The
Green Machine has been studying how the
media can influence a teen’s decision when
it comes to smoking. Learning that
cigarette companies can be very sneaky,
the students decided it was time to create
their own campaign and outsmart these
companies. The students began creating
posters and videos to warn other teenagers
about the ill-effects of smoking! These were designed to help students
make the decision never to smoke. First,
the students had to understand how to
critically look at media messages. They
did this by keeping track of all of the
types of media that were coming at them
from all directions, and then they studied
how companies use various propaganda
techniques to convince them to buy their
products.

Coming Soon!
Members of the YEA Team are currently working on an
Anti-Smoking Program that will be presented to
kindergarteners and first graders from Fox Elementary
School. We will use classic fairy tales to get the antismoking message to these young students. Stories such
as The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, and
maybe even The Cat in the Hat will have characters
that show them the dangers of smoking! That’s not all,
one of our members have written an original song that
will also be performed. The program will end with a
group of hip-hopping docs, getting the Anti-Smoking
message to these young, impressionable kids!
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As we proceeded through the YEA! lessons, we were preparing for our
Mock City Council Meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to vote on
whether or not to ban smoking in our pretend city of Summerville.
Students were able to choose the jobs they wanted to do. Some
students were City Council Members,
some were restaurant owners/workers,
some were working for private organizations that were for smoking in public
places, and some were working for organizations that were against smoking in
public places. Each group was given time
to present their argument and create a
poster for their organization. At the
end, the city council members gave their final vote. I’m happy to say
that every class decided to ban smoking in public places. Now, the
students understand the process behind passing a city ordinance.
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W e’re on th e W eb !
See us at:
www.healthymissouri.net

Let’s Kick Butt!
GET INVOLVED!
On Wednesday, April 2, 2008, join your school
and thousands of other kids across the nation
by speaking up and seizing control in the fight
against Big Tobacco.
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Tobacco companies use marketing gimmicks that
target kids and lure more than 1,000 young
people each day into becoming regular smokers.
Roughly one third of these youth will die
prematurely due to tobacco-related diseases.
It is time to let the Big Tobacco companies
know that they should stop marketing their
deadly products!

